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SUBJECT: FOOD AID FOR LAOS: THE NEED 
REF: 1) STATE 37035; 2) VIENTIANE 220 

AS NOTED REF 1, DEPARTMENT IS STILL CONSIDERING QUESTION OF 
PROVISION OF FOOD ASSISTANCE TO LAOS AND IS CONSULTING WITH 
MEMBERS OF CONGRESS AND THEIR STAFFS ON THIS ISSUE. IT 
WOULD BE MOST HELPFUL IN OUR CONSULTATIONS IF EMBASSY COULD 
PROVIDE US WITH ANY INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO ANSWER FOLLOW- 
ING QUESTIONS ON THE EXTENT OF THE NEED IN LAOS: 

A) LAO FOREIGN MINISTER S NOTE OF JANUARY 4 STATES SHORTAGE 
OF FOOD WOULD BE ALMOST TOTAL FROM MARCH UNTIL OCTOBER OF 
THIS YEAR. HAS THIS SITUATION CHANGED? 
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B) IS THERE OBSERVABLE EVIDENCE OF SEVERE FOOD SHORTAGES ON 
LOCAL MARKETS? OF FAMINE OR MALNUTRITION? ARE LAO SOURCES, 
DIPLOMATS OR OTHER FOREIGN SOURCES WITH GREATER ACCESS TO 
INFORMATION (DIRECT OR INDIRECT) FROM COUNTRYSIDE ABLE TO 
PROVIDE EMBASSY SUCH EVIDENCE? 

C) WE UNDERSTOOD LAO HAD RECEIVED COMMITMENTS OF SOME 
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50,000 TONS OF FOODSTUFFS (RICE AND WHEAT) IN AID. HAS ANY 

OF THIS FOOD ARRIVED? IS IT EXPECTED SOON? DO YOU SENSE 
LPDR IS GEARING UP IN ANY WAY TO RECEIVE AND DISTRIBUTE 
THIS AID? 

D) DO YOU HAVE ANY MORE RECENT INFORMATION ON WHAT CHINA, 
SRV AND USSR ARE DOING FOR LAOS, EITHER IN FOOD AID OR 
FINANCIAL SUPPORT? 

E) HAVE OTHER BILATERAL OR MULTILATERAL COMMITMENTS BEEN 
RECEIVED BY THE LAO? 

F) COUNTRIES LIKE WEST GERMANY AND IAPAN HAVE FAIRLY 
SIZABLE ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS IN LAOS. WILL THEY BE CONTRI 
BUTING TO MAKE UP CURRENT FOOD SHORTAGE? ARE THE FRENCH 
PLANNING TO PROVIDE ANY FOOD ASSISTANCE? (WE WILL ALSO 
CHECK THESE COUNTRIES ON THIS END). 

G) IS THERE ANY EVIDENCE THE LAO ARE BUYING RICE OR OTHER 
FOOD STAPLES? 

H) DOES THE UN SYSTEM HAVE ANY UPDATED INFORMATION ON THE 
SITUATION IN THE MOST AFFECTED PROVINCES? HAVE THE LAO 
BECOME ANY MORE FORTHCOMING ON DOCUMENTING THEIR NEEDS? 
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I) TO YOUR KNOWLEDGE, HAVE ANY JOURNALISTS TRAVELLED RE- 
CENTLY IN MOST AFFECTED AREAS? ARE LAO MAKING ANY EFFORT 
TO "GO PUBLIC" ABOUT EXTENT OF FOOD SHORTAGE AND NEED FOR 
HELP? 

CHRISTOPHER 
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